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Four draws at the Riga FIDE Grand Prix
All return games of the second round of the FIDE Grand Prix organized by World Chess in Riga end in a draw. Maxime Vachier-Lagrave is the only player qualified directly to the semi-final.
Tuesday marks the start of other chess events alongside the Grand Prix, with a very strong rapid open named after Mikhail Tal.
The second day of the quarter final matches were launched with the formal execution of the first move by a special guest. The Vice-President of the International Chess Federation Lukasz Turlej played 1.e4 for Maxime Vachier-Lagrave against Veselin Topalov. In a must-win situation after his loss on Monday, the Bulgarian relied on his old love, the aggressive Sicilian Opening. Vachier-Lagrave had a surprise ready, the recent idea 4.Ba4. Not aware of the nuances of this move order, Topalov failed to find a promising continuation and offered a draw as early as move 12. The French accepted instantly, as he thus qualified directly to the semi-final. Right after the game, Topalov explained that the final position is not only unpleasant, but offers him no perspective to play for a win whatsoever.
Next to finish were Wesley So and Sergey Karjakin. The American chose the aggressive line 4.f3 against the Nimzo-Indian, which he commented afterwards as being Mamedyarov’s usual way to tackle Karjakin’s favourite defence. “There must be a good reason for this, and I noticed that Sergey always goes for a different set-up against it. Therefore, “he added with a smile,” I looked at all possible variations here!” Despite being quite rare, the reaction 7…c5 had not escaped So’s attention. But he had focused only on the immediate exchange on d5 and not 8…0-0. The battle unfolded evenly and the position was equal when the two players signed the peace agreement on move 19. Both are very tough mentally and strong rapid and blitz players. Their tie-breaker on Wednesday promises to be hard-fought.
The game between Shakhriyar Mamedyarov and Jan-Krzysztof Duda bore definite similarities to their encounter of the day before. Black treated the opening rather passively and White obtained a large space advantage. The critical moment occurred when the Azeri decided to bring his knight to c6, thus forcing his opponent to exchange it. A far-advanced passed pawn appeared on this square that looked like a thorn in black’s position. But Duda defended resourcefully, first by solidly blockading this pawn, then by pushing his own pawns on the queenside. As he admitted after the game, he was relieved to finally play some active moves and understood that his position was in fact quite resilient. After some more attempts, a visibly disappointed Mamedyarov offered a draw. In the post-match interview, Duda felt that his chances were probably higher at rapid and blitz than in classical. The tie-break is likely to be heated.
For the second time, Alexander Grischuk felt like he had escaped from a bad position against Yu Yangyi. The Chinese indeed obtained a pleasant position on the white side of a Catalan. In his usual witty and self-deprecating manner, Grischuk mostly blamed his suffering on early dementia, adding that he could barely remember the lines he had looked at the same morning. Memory aside, he recovered his faculties in time and found some creative resources to hold the balance. In view of his legendary composure in tense situations, as well as his impressive record in rapid and blitz chess, the Russian can be considered the favourite in the tie-break. But Yu Yangyi has proven in his previous epic match against Aronian that he was a tough fighter to reckon with.
All three tie-breakers will start on Wednesday at 15:00 in the Ziedonis Hall of the National Library of Latvia.

The International Chess Federation always encourages local organizers of such prestigious events to prepare side activities linked to chess. The Latvian Chess Federation, therefore, stages the “Mikhail Tal Memorial” from July 16 to 23. It features a rapid tournament on the first two days, a blitz tournament on the 18th, and a youth tournament over 5 days until the 23rd. All details and results of the first day can be found on the website https://talchessmemorial.com/ .
Round 2, game 2:

So – Karjakin ½ - ½ (1 - 1 on aggregate)
Mamedyarov – Duda ½ - ½ (1 - 1 on aggregate)
Yu Yangyi – Grischuk ½ - ½ (1 - 1 on aggregate)
Vachier-Lagrave – Topalov ½ - ½ (1,5 - 0,5 on aggregate)
Pictures can be downloaded from  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ax6t6abbask0mbx/AACJKtbxsUmhjKlD18XZF37Qa?dl=0 .
Text by Press Officer Yannick Pelletier; Photo courtesy: World Chess
Leading partners supporting the FIDE Grand Prix Riga 2019 include:
EG Capital Advisors as the Official Partner
PhosAgro as the Official Strategic Partner
Kaspersky as the Official Cybersecurity Partner


Information for the press: https://worldchess.com/news/2189
Official website https://worldchess.com/news/2089


About FIDE
The International Chess Federation (FIDE), is recognized by its members and the International Olympic Committee as the international federation in the domain of chess, the supreme body responsible for the sport of chess and its Championships. FIDE has the sole rights to organize the World Chess Championships and the Chess Olympiads. www.fide.com
Contact:  press@fide.com


About World Chess
World Chess is a London-based media company. It's a commercial partner of the International Chess Federation (FIDE), and official broadcaster for FIDE events. World Chess organized the World Championship Matches in Russia, USA, and the UK. It revolutionized chess by signing the biggest media partnerships in the history of chess. World Chess is also developing Armageddon, the chess league designed for television. It operates worldchess.com.
Contact:  media@worldchess.com


About PhosAgro
PhosAgro is one of the world's leading vertically integrated phosphate-based fertilizer producers in terms of production volumes of phosphate-based fertilizers and high-grade phosphate rock with a P2O5 content of 39% and higher. The Company is the largest phosphate-based fertilizer producer in Europe (by total combined capacity for DAP/MAP/NP/NPK/NPS), the largest producer of high-grade phosphate rock with a P2O5 content of 39%, a top-three producer of MAP/DAP globally, one of the leading producers of feed phosphates (MCP) in Europe, and the only producer in Russia, and Russia's only producer of nepheline concentrate (according to the RAFP).

PhosAgro's main products include phosphate rock, 39 grades of fertilizers, feed phosphates, ammonia, and sodium tripolyphosphate, which are used by customers in 100 countries spanning all of the world's inhabited continents. The Company's priority markets outside of Russia and the CIS are Latin America, Europe and Asia. PhosAgro's shares are traded on the Moscow Exchange, and Global Depositary Receipts (GDRs) for shares trade on the London Stock Exchange (under the ticker PHOR). Since 1 June 2016, the Company's GDRs have been included in the MSCI Russia and MSCI Emerging Markets indexes


About EG Capital Advisors
EG Capital Advisors is a UK-headquartered asset management company which offers strategies across multiple asset classes. Specialist areas of focus include emerging markets high yield debt, pre-IPO private equity and biotec public equity. www.egcapitaladvisors.com.


About Kaspersky
Kaspersky is a global cybersecurity company, which has been operating in the market for over 21 years. Kaspersky's deep threat intelligence and security expertise is constantly transforming into next generation security solutions and services to protect businesses, critical infrastructure, governments and consumers around the globe. The company's comprehensive security portfolio includes leading endpoint protection and a number of specialized security solutions and services to fight sophisticated and evolving digital threats. Over 400 million users are protected by Kaspersky technologies and we help 270,000 corporate clients protect what matters most to them. Learn more at www.kaspersky.com
